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The ICES Viorking Group on the Introduction of Mon-indigenous llarine Organisms

vas forned in 1970. The main raport was produced in 1972 (ICHS, 1972); this was
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ubsegquently updated to include information received to the end of 1973 (Franklin,
1874), One recommendation of the VWorking Group was that resular progress reports
should be made by member countries on developments in the introductions field.
The present paper surnmarizes the information for the UX to June 1377, The main
headings used are those of the original questiconnaire on which the general reports
of the Working CGroup have beer. based (sce ICRS 1872). ‘
I RELEVAIT LAWS

In England and Wales existing legislation was revoked and renlaced by the 1974
liolluscan Shellfish (Control of Deposit) Order, the provisions of which are
explained by Key {1877). Basically this strengthens the defence arainst the
introduction off NEV pests by forbidding any proposed deposit of molluscs -fron out-
side Engzland and Vales, oscept under licencoe sranted by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food. Uith regard to limitings the snread of LDXISTING pests, arrange-
ments for the control of molluscs taken from one arca within Ingland and Wales for
deposit in another have been revised to cover all areas. The coast of England and
Wales is now divided into 27 separatelv designated areas so that, althourh there
is no restriction on movements for deposit within the boundaries of any one area,
deposits fron outside the arca must be covered by a licence.

Under the Salnon and Freshuater Fisheries Act of 1875 the wmitten authority
of the relevant Rericnal Vater Authority must be ohtainad before the introduction

of fish or fish esps into the inland vaters of Bngland and Uales.
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ITI OTHER PROCIDURES

"o new informatien,

III  DELIBERATE INTRODUCTIONS (for growth and fattening)

The Fortuguese oyster (rassostrea cngulata was inported to the east coast of
Fngland until 1975 when further shiprents were stopped due to the risk of
introducing disease organisns,

Hatcherv-produced Pacific ovsters ((hessostrec gicas) have been very widely
distributed throurhout the UK,

Iv SPI.CILS INTRODUCED ACCIDENTALLY WITH DELIDERATE INMTRODUCTIONS
o new species were reportecd. Develonnents are as follows:-—
i PREDATORS
A recent check on the distribution of the American tingle (Urosalpine .
cinerea) indicated that onlv linited cexpansion in the range had occurred, the
drill still beiny rastricted to southeast England.
ii PARASITI'S
The copenod parasite Mytilicola intestinalis has extended its range
slightly in southuest Fngland and in Morecambe Eav, northuaest Dnpland. A
method hws been developed for the rapid exanination of large numbers of
ssels for the nresence of (f'tilicola (Dare, 1577). Licences are now granted
for the relaying of hatchery seed ovsters fron infected to Mytilicola-free
areas, provided the molluscs do not axceed £ rm in any dimension. (Additional
restrictions with respect to other rests nmust, of course, bet met.)
iii  DISVASES
Ho new diseases were reported, An ICES Vorkins Group on the Diseases

of MNolluses and Crustaceans of Comercial Importance was formed follouines the ‘

1976 Statutory i‘ceting. Future developments in shellfich diseases in the ICES

arca uvill bhe reportcd on by this group.. It iz possible that diseases of

marine fish will also be coverad,
iv COIPETITORS
A modified brine-dipping technique has been developed For the treatment
of seed ovsters from hatcheries in areas infested with the American slipper
limpet Crepidula Tormicata, to allow relaving in non-infested areas (Franklin
19786).
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V  CONMPLETLCLY ACCIDINTAL INTRODUCTIONS

The irmiprant Japanese scaweed Sargassws rmticws is now well established in
the Solent (Isle of Wight) area of the south ceoast of England. Drift plants
have been widespread in the English Chanunel, but only a& few isolated attached
specimens have been located outside Solent waters - to the west in Dorset
(Kimmeridge) and Devon (River Yealn and Plynouth). These few plants have been
destroyed. i

An intense research prograrme has been financed by central and local govern-
ment bodies to develop an effective means of destroying the weed, mainly to
prevent interference in the use of small harbours and amenity beaches. (Mo .
scrious adverse effects on fisheries have been reported, thoush some cemplaints
have been received regarding the fouling of *rawl nets in the Solent area by
scaweeds in seneral. )

Eradication of Samywasswt by handzathering was attempted initially, but
although several hund»ed tennes were ranoved by this method during 1976, the
practice has been larpely abandoned as ineffective. Results from herbicide
experiments have not been encouragzing since difficulties have been encountered
in the penctration of the hichly sulphated Sargasswn cell-walls. The effective-
ness of herbicides is also reduced by the plant's virtual lack of a vascular
systen. x - . . ' ' ' E

Additionally, research is now being undertaken on the - development of a suitable
rmcchanical methed of removing the weed. '

VI.. SPECIES INTRODUCED.FOR-HATCHERY REARING

Crustacea:  Penaeus monodon from the Philinpines

1 ) LA 1 g Afl”ica
o .. B Taivan
i H "o Tahiti

‘Penaaus merquiensts Fronm the Philippines o ‘
1" 111 1" Tahiti

Penaeus indicus fron § Africa T

Penaeus aztecus fron USA

YMollusces: Crassostrea gions from Canada

e . " .. " Hong Konp - . S
" " " Israel (Red Sea)

(A report has been produced on recomnended quarantine measures for marine

molluscs - Spencer et al 1977.)
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Fish: Dover sole (Solea solea) and turbot (Scophthalmis memirms) eggs From
France. ‘
Coho salnon (Oncorivmelus kisuteh) egrs from Canada.
Widespread importation of rainbow/steelhead trout (Salrmo gatrdneri)
. eags from various countries,.
Vil FURTHER INTRODUCTIONS
As required for hatchery experinents.
VIII LIVEL EX¥PORTS FOR COI'SUMPTION
Pecten masinus to Spain,
Ostrea edulis to Spain.
Venerupis decussata to France.
Haia squinceo to France and Spain.
IX OTHER LIVE LXPORTS
Penceus mercuiensis to S Africa.

Solea solea and Scophthalrus rmasinus eggs to France.
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